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Principal’s News    

 

Welcome to our Week 9 Newsletter. 

 

It was great to be able to have our Upper Years classes participate in off site excursions this week.  

Tuesday saw our year 5 and 6 students visiting the Wonga Wetlands in Albury where they engaged in 

activities that required them to catch and observe water bugs using microscopes.  Then Wednesday our 

Year 3 and 4 students visited the Bonegilla Migrant Centre exploring the themes of immigration, cultural 

diversity and Australian identity more widely.   

 

Next Week /Last Day of Term 1 
 

Next week brings us to the final week of what has been a long term.  We are excited by the engagement of 

the students in their learning over the course of this term and look forward (fingers crossed for no 

interruptions) to another term of focused learning through Term 2. 

 

We have two fun events planned for the last day of Term 1: 

• Easter Hat Parade – 9.10 am  

• SRC Caring Fundraising Day.  Notes sent home yesterday. 
 

NOTE: also 2.30 finish on the last day of term. 
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Staff Farewells 

Jonah Read: 

It is with sadness that I share with you all the news that Jonah will not be returning to BPS and has 

tendered his resignation effective immediately.  Jonah has been a great addition to the teaching staff at 

Beechworth Primary School and brought many wonderful qualities to the role and the classroom.  Sadly the 

pressure of a long drive each day and poor health was inhibiting his availability to undertake his teaching at 

BPS.  We will miss him and wish him all the very best in his journey to regain his health and in his future 

ventures.  
 

Cindy Rebbechi: 

Cindy has been successful in gaining a position at Yarrunga PS.  She will be taking the role of Numeracy 

leader and classroom teacher.  This will mean that she will be closer to home and hopefully able to gain 

greater work/life balance.  Cindy will be leaving BPS at the end of Term 1.  We wish her all the best as she 

moves forward to her new school.   

 

Kind Regards, 

Sue McDonald 

Principal 

susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au         

COVID – Positive Results 

Parents and carers must report a COVID-positive result to: 

• The school by phone on 5728 1066, and the RA Test Portal (if you are unable to do this the school can 
do this for you); this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day 
isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that 
they should monitor for symptoms.  

 

• The Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call 
centre on 1800 675 398.  

 

For the diary …  

Week Date, time   Event / Activity 

Week 10 Friday 8 April Easter Bonnet Parade 

SRC – Flood fundraiser 

Last day Term 1 – 2.30 pm finish 

Term 2   

Week 1 Tuesday 26 April First Day for Term 2 

Week 3 From Monday 9 May   SMILE SQUAD  

Week 4  Until Friday 20 May SMILE SQUAD 

Week 5 Monday 23 – Wednesday 25 May Year 5/6 Borambola Camp 
 

Beechworth Primary School Office Hours are: Monday – Friday 8.30 – 4.30  

• Jeanette: Mon - Thurs 8.30-11.30, Fri 8.30-3.00 

• Samantha: Mon – Fri 8.30–4.30 

TheirCare (Before & After School Care at BPS)   

• Service phone no: 0447 717 055 

• Area Manager, Rick phone no:  0459 555 671 

 

Our Mailing address is: 
Beechworth Primary School 
P.O. Box 203 Junction Road 

Beechworth, Vic 3747 
Please contact the office on: (03) 5728 1066  beechworth.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

mailto:susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
tel:1800675398


 

   

Bonegilla Migrant Experience 
Wednesday 30th March 2022 – Hazel C 

 
‘Yay today I get to go on my excursion to Bonegilla’ I shout at Violet. Today the 3\4s were going to Bonegilla for our 
excursion. Me and my friend are going to be bus partners like we arranged yesterday. 

First, we got to school and marked the roll then we went outside and waited a bit then we got on the bus. Me and 
my friend sat next to each other, my friend sat next to the window. It was a very long bus ride so me and my friend 
played pat a cake and we didn’t know the song so we made our own and it went something like this: pat a cake pat 
a cake bakers man bake me a cake as fast as you can better be sweet better be sour better be sugary and better 
than this tower. And we played it all the way to Bonegilla. When we finally got there we sorted into two lines, one 
was Ms Nicks the other was my class. 

Next, we went to a concrete place where we sat down and had fruit snack for 10 minutes. Ms Nicks class went on a 
tour of Bonegilla while we played some games like: finshka, bowls, Bocce and quoits. I was a team captain and we 
played bowls first then we played finshka then Bocce.  After a while the other group came back and we had lunch 
for a while and put our stuff away.   

Then we went on our tour and we had a look at a big house. That was one big house, that was one big family room 
it had three gate wire beds and a cot, then we moved on and went to some much smaller houses that were only 
one room. There was one room with three chairs. Then we looked at some more houses that were called the deluxe 
houses. The deluxe houses had two rooms, there was a room with two beds and in the other room a big suit case. 
On one side there was some draws and on the other there was some hangers on a rack. Next, we went to a place 
called Tudor Hall it had some pictures of Queens and Kings (2 Queens and 2 Kings) and there was a stack of draws 
that you opened to see what they packed in their suitcases and there was some drawings you could do.  We spent 
about ten minutes in there then we went to a place called the mess hall which was were you got your food, then 
you went in to a place where you ate your food, then we went in to a place where we watched a clay animation 
show about Bonegilla, then we went to a place with to a place with two double sided walls full of people’s names 
then we went to a big climbing frame and we played on it for a bit then we went back to the other class and we 
went back to school. It was the best excursion ever!  

     

    

 



    

 

 
Wonga Wetlands, in many points of view you would 
get many opinions, but this is my opinion. The 
wetlands for me were fun, wet, and unique. It was fun 
because I got to look at this funny looking turtle that 
it looked like it was chewing on gum, and it didn't 
have teeth. But I must write some info, so this is my 
info about Wonga Wetlands. 

The first tour we had was more about the 
environment we built an Aboriginal hut (Gunyah), we 
separated rubbish into their correct bins, and we 
explored the differences between farmland and 
Shrek's swamp (the wetlands).  

In the second tour we spied on birds...we also 
captured underwater bugs, we saw this scary water 
scorpion and when it was finally done, we had a 
sausage. Before departing we got these jars with 
scents, and we had to...gosh... we had to smell each 

other (like animals find one another)   

 

  

   
 

Wonga Wetlands 
Violet and Hazel 

 

We left School at 9.05 and arrived at Wonga Wetlands at 9.45. Once we got 
there we sat down and had a snack while the instructors informed us about our 
trip. After eating we got divided into classes and headed off with the 2 
instructors who lead us to different activities. 
  

 

First 5\6 FC went with John (The instructor) and the students grabbed some 
binoculars and bird checklist to go to the bird hide near the lake where they found a 
couple species. Then they wandered over to the shack where macro organisms and 
microscopic items were found in small details on nature. The class got split into two 
groups and discovered different creatures. 5\6 A went with Liz (The other instructor) 
and built a Ghana and split into 2 groups to see who could make the best one which 
was lots of fun. After that we then got split into 3 groups to do a bin sorting game 
which included squeaky food and recycled items along with cardboard and normal 
plastics. Then we headed over to the drylands to discuss the living animals and which 
habitat suited most, the wetlands or the drylands. 
 

Once we got back we ate delicious sausages and swapped over. What a fun day!! 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Chez is chasing up empty soft plastic disinfectant wipe packets. 

If you have some to spare please deliver to the office for Chez. 

 

 

 



 

  

  
 

 


