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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Principal’s News    

 

Welcome to Term 2 at BPS. 

 

We hope that everyone has had a lovely break and enjoyed the beautiful weather.  The drive to school is 

beautiful with trees covered in the Autumn leaves as they change colour and carpet the ground.   

 

This term we welcome new students, Evie and Kasper and their family to BPS.  We have had a busy start 

back to school this week, with classes jumping straight into their learning.  This will be a shorter term with 

just 9 weeks.  This means that we will have a lot happening, particularly over the early weeks. 

 

New Teachers 
 

We are excited to share with you all that we have appointed two new teachers to our team at BPS: 

 

• Jaylah Jones – we congratulate Jaylah on gaining the position of Year 1/2 classroom teacher for 
the remainder of the 2022 school year.  Jaylah fills the position left by Jonah Read.  You may have 
seen Jaylah around the school throughout Term 1 in a casual capacity as she covered staff 
absences.  This means that Jaylah is well familiar with the routines and teaching and learning at 
BPS. 

 

• Airley Forrest – Airley will be taking over the role of teacher for our Tutor Learning Initiative at BPS.  
Again, Airley is a familiar face to many in our school community as she has been teaching here as a 
casual relief teacher over the past year and is a member of the Beechworth community. 

 

 

Beechworth Primary School is committed to the implementation of Child Safe 
Standards to promote the safety and wellbeing of all young people. 



ANZAC Day 

On Monday 25 April, Chez and I were joined by some of our students as we participated in the Beechworth 

ANZAC Day Parade.  This was then followed by the ANZAC Commemoration Service at the Beechworth 

Cenotaph.  We felt very honoured to be asked to present ‘The Cross of the Unknown Soldier”.  This task 

was respectfully undertaken by Pearl F. and Hayden N.  Later in the ceremony Hayden and Emily M. 

presented the floral wreath on behalf of the school.  We are very proud of the way that our student leaders 

and students represented our school on such a special occasion in front of a larger than usual crowd.  

   

     

   

   

ANZAC Day Assembly 

On Tuesday morning we held a special Assembly for ANZAC Day.  We gathered together to remember the 

ANZACs, their bravery and sacrifice and the qualities of courage, equality, endurance and mateship.  It is 

important that we share the stories of the ANZACs and honour them.  We need to remember who they 

were, what they sacrificed and how we can honour them by living the qualities that they embodied.  As time 

moves on, we become increasingly important stakeholders as we become the caretakers of the ANZAC 

memories and message. 



Staff Training Day – BSEM 

Thursday our staff engaged in the first of 4 full-day training modules for the Berry Street Education Model 

(BSEM).   

 

Our first module, BODY, focused on building our understanding of the difficulties experienced by students 

as they engage in school and developing our skills in supporting students to increase their own capacity for 

physical and emotional regulation of the stress response, de-escalation and focus.  Our next BSEM training 

day will take place in Term 3.  

 

Term 2, Week 2 happenings… 

Monday 2 May 

• Orders due for the Mother’s Day Breakfast by 9 am. – Notes and order forms were distributed to 
students on Tuesday 26th April.  

Tuesday 3 May 

• GRIP Student Leadership Conference in Albury – School Captains. 

• District Cross Country in Yackandandah – 30 students from Year 3 to 6 with Mrs Anders and Miss 
Dunstan. 

Friday 6 May  

• Mother’s Day Breakfast, 8.15am to 9.00am. 
 

NAPLAN – Week 3 

NAPLAN testing takes place from Tuesday 10th to Thursday 12th May.  Students in Years 3 and 5 will sit the 
NAPLAN testing.  The NAPLAN test covers literacy and numeracy skills.  We use the test data to provide 
us some extra information on learning trends.  While it is one of the main tools used to evaluate education 
across the country, it is of less value for determining individual learning strengths and weaknesses due to 
its limited and one-off nature.  The best gauge of individual learning is the day-to-day learning that takes 
place in the classroom. 
 

Smile Squad – Week 3 & 4 

The Smile Squad dental service is scheduled to be onsite during weeks 3 and 4 providing consultations 
and dental services to children who have returned consent forms.  Forms are available from the School 
Office if you missed receiving one during Term 1. 
 

COVID Safe Practices 

There have been some changes to COVID safe practices in schools.  Masks are no longer required, though 
staff and students are encouraged to wear them if they wish.  Additionally, household contacts of positive 
COVID cases are not required to isolate – provided they have no symptoms and conduct daily rapid 
antigen tests with negative results.  We have a supply of RATS at school for any families that require them. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Kind Regards, 
Sue McDonald 
Principal 
susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au  
 

COVID – Positive Results 

Parents and carers must report a COVID-positive result to: 

• The school by phone on 5728 1066, and the RA Test Portal (if you are unable to do this the school can 
do this for you); this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day 
isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that 
they should monitor for symptoms.  

 

• The Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call 
centre on 1800 675 398.  

 

mailto:susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
tel:1800675398


For the diary …  

Week Date, time   Event / Activity 

Week 2 Monday 2 May 
Tuesday 3 May 
Tuesday 3 May 

Friday 6 May 

Orders for Mother’s Day Breakfast due 
GRIP student leaders conference 
District Cross Country – Yackandandah 

Mother’s Day Breakfast:  8.15-9.00am  

Week 3 All week 
Tues/Wed/Thurs 

SMILE SQUAD 
Year 3 & Year 5 - NAPLAN 

Week 4  All week SMILE SQUAD 

Week 5 Monday 23 – Wednesday 25 May Year 5/6 Borambola Camp 

Week 7  Friday 10 June BPS Athletics Carnival 

Week 8 Monday 13 June Queen’s Birthday Public holiday 

Week 9  Friday 24 June Last day for Term 2, 2.30 finish 
 

Beechworth Primary School Office Hours are: Monday – Friday 8.30 – 4.30  

• Jeanette: Mon - Thurs 8.30-11.30, Fri 8.30-3.00 

• Samantha: Mon – Fri 8.30–4.30 

TheirCare (Before & After School Care at BPS)   

• Service phone no: 0447 717 055 

• Area Manager, Rick phone no:  0459 555 671 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Important feedback on the rapid antigen testing (RAT) program is being sought from our school community 

through a short survey that has been developed by the Department of Health. 
 

RATs are helping students and staff to safely attend school by ensuring positive cases are identified as 

quickly as possible. All RATs ordered by the Victorian government for schools are effective in detecting 

coronavirus (COVID-19) variants, including Omicron. 
 

To help evaluate the roll-out of the program to schools in Term 2 and ensure that staff and students have 

the required support, a short survey is being sent to parents at a sample of Victorian schools.  
 

Our school has been selected to complete the survey from Monday 2 May 2022. The survey is voluntary and 

anonymous. Our school will not have access to your individual data or responses. The link to the survey is 

here:  Rapid Antigen Testing in Schools Survey - Parent Survey 
 

You are asked to complete the survey by 9.00am Monday 9 May 2022. 
 

Kind regards, 

Sue McDonald 

Principal 

susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Our Mailing address is: 
Beechworth Primary School 
P.O. Box 203 Junction Road 

Beechworth, Vic 3747 
Please contact the office on: (03) 5728 1066  beechworth.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdhhschange.syd1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_d6HoFq2NndjWxDM&data=05%7C01%7CJeanette.Farquhar%40education.vic.gov.au%7C12370dc80a59447c0f0408da2986b717%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637867955813440316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r9YUP9606Gr49ZcT%2FrguYdl8mcYwGBEtAmdIThKd50Y%3D&reserved=0
mailto:susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


