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Principal’s News    

 

Welcome to our Week 5 Newsletter.  

What a busy week, with an early start on Monday morning as we farewelled our Year 5 and 6 campers at 

7.30am, followed by Science Excursions to BSC and Simultaneous Reading Time.   
 

NEW TEACHER 

 

This week we welcomed Ngaire King to our teaching team.  Ngaire is a local teacher who has been working 

in Wodonga.  She brings with her terrific skills in leadership and wellbeing.  Ngaire will join Scott Forrest in 

our PMSS team (Primary Maths and Science Specialist training) with a focus on Mathematics.  Ngaire will 

be working Monday – Wednesday.  

 

    

 

Beechworth Primary School is committed to the implementation of Child Safe 
Standards to promote the safety and wellbeing of all young people. 



5/6 BORAMBOLA CAMP! 

Wow what a great week for our 5/6 Borambola camp.  We were super lucky with the glorious weather on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday!  Just home in time to dodge the rain on Thursday.  This was the first 

camp for many of our Year 5 Students, who missed out on Howman’s Gap Camp last year.  Check out our 

feature page in this newsletter for more…  

 

SIMULTANEOUS READING DAY 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is an Australia-wide group reading and literacy event, where 

schools, libraries and other institutions gather school-age children together to read the same chosen picture 

book at the same time.  
 

This year’s book, ‘Family Tree’ by Josh Pyke; a story about family, celebrations and seasons.  A great "feel 
good" story to share with students.  We had an amazing special guest, Luke Brock in to read the book to 
our Foundation to Year 4 students (5 & 6 students on camp).  He is an ex-school captain.  He spoke to the 
children in his native Aboriginal language and told the students stories of his family connections and talked 
about the significance of places like Mount Pilot and Wooragee.  The children asked amazing questions.  
 
SCIENCE EXCURSIONS TO BEECHWORTH SECONDARY COLLEGE 

Our year 3 and 4 students have been treated to some fun science!  Over the past two Tuesdays, 3/4N 
(17/5) and 3/4D (24/5) have walked up to Beechworth Secondary College's new science labs to conduct 
some experiments looking at how matter can change.  This was a great opportunity for the students to 
experience what science looks like in secondary school and also to see the new facilities at BSC.  
 

Thank you to the BSC Science teachers and students who worked with our students, sharing fun science 

activities.  I did hear that the students were writing persuasive texts for Mrs Mac to have a science room at 

BPS.  Lucky we have included an Art/Science room in our renovations!  

 
NON-UNIFORM CLOTHING AND LOST PROPERTY 

I am noticing an ever-increasing pile of lost property at school.  There is large basket full in the bell tower in 

the school entrance and a second box full of jackets in the BER.  If you are missing items of clothing please 

have a look.   
 

Additionally at this time of the year, non-school uniform items start creeping in.  Please ensure your 

child/ren have appropriate winter uniform.  Our school has a second-hand uniform rack for families to use 

as well as State Schools Relief to support families in need.  Our Dress Code Policy outlines our uniform 

options for families.  Please ensure your child’s jumper/jackets/scarf/beanie is named clearly. 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Kind Regards, 

Sue McDonald 

Principal 

susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au 

 

mailto:susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au


 

COVID – Positive Results 
 

Parents and carers must report a COVID-positive result to: 

• The school by phone on 5728 1066, and the RA Test Portal (if you are unable to do this the school can 
do this for you); this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day 
isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that 
they should monitor for symptoms.  

 

• The Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call 
centre on 1800 675 398.  

 
 

For the diary …  

Week Date, time   Event / Activity 

Week 6 Friday 3 June  Student free day – Report Writing 

Week 7  Friday 10 June BPS Athletics Carnival 

Week 8 Monday 13 June 

Tuesday 14 June 

Friday 17 June  

Queen’s Birthday Public holiday 

Year 1 & 2 Excursion to Albury Library 

Year 3 & 4 Burke Museum Excursion 

Week 9  Thursday 23 June 

Friday 24 June 

Semester 1 reports sent home 

Last day for Term 2, 2.30 finish 

Term 3   

Week 1 Monday 11 July 

Friday 15 July 

First day 

Student free day – BSEM Teacher Training Day 
 

 

Beechworth Primary School Office Hours are:  Monday – Friday 8.30 – 4.30  

• Jeanette: Mon - Thurs 8.30-11.30, Fri 8.30-3.00 

• Samantha: Mon – Fri 8.30–4.30 

TheirCare (Before & After School Care at BPS)   

• Service and Bookings: phone 0447 717 055 

• Area Manager, Rick phone no:  0459 555 671 
 

 

 

    

 

 

Our Mailing address is: 
Beechworth Primary School 
P.O. Box 203 Junction Road 

Beechworth, Vic 3747 
Please contact the office on: (03) 5728 1066   

beechworth.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 

https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
tel:1800675398


  

 

 

 

le Carnaval de Nice 
In French, the students of 3/4 and 5/6 have been busy learning about the months, seasons 

and, of course, festivals that happen at different times of the year. The 5/6s are 

researching different festivals around the world, while the 3/4s, have been looking in 

particular at le Carnaval de Nice (The Nice Carnival), one of the world's most foremost 

carnivals which attracts 1 million spectators per year. 

 

The students had a heap of fun creating their own masks and demonstrated real ingenuity 

when it came to putting them all together! Pictured are some students from 3/4D who 

produced a spectacular show.  
 

Merci Beaucoup - Monsieur Minglis.  

 

 



    

SCIENCE AT BEECHWORTH SECONDARY COLLEGE 

On Tuesday the 24th of May, 3/4D went to the new science lab at the Beechworth Secondary 

College.  

Mr White showed us that you can mix a type of metal and a chemical together to make a 

type of bubble called hydrogen. He scooped it up and set it on fire and it exploded! Some 

kids went to try it to.  

Next, we all imploded cans! After, we created stretchy, snake worms! Gooey! Then we all 

walked back to school for break. Everyone enjoyed it! 

Andy and Miles.  3/4 Dunstan 

  

  

    



 

Borambola  

Camp 

  

Early this week most of the 5/6 students headed off to Borambola camp. When we got there, we 

did some free time and I went on walking stilts! I was able to do a few steps then we got to set up 

our cabins. After we set up our beds we had dinner which was chicken and vegetable’s but my 

favourite was dessert (Apple crumble and ice-cream). 
 

Over the next few days we did orienteering, pioneering, canoeing, initiatives, archery, making 

damper but my favourite was the mud run.  It was sunny but oh so cold!.  Other activities include a 

night Olympics and the Borambola Night Market.  This was heaps of fun painting peoples nails. 

It was great to get home and see my family but boy did I have heaps of fun!   

Pearl  

   

At Borambola we had some amazing activities: Archery. For archery we got a bow and arrow, we got 

split into two groups and we took it in turns of firing the arrow; most of us really enjoyed it. We 

also had: BMXing and Kayaking. Lots of us loved Kayaking, we got in then we got to get used to it 

for a bit, Ollie (the person who was helping/supervising us) told us that we we’re going to play some 

games; we all enjoyed it and only 1 person fell in. For BMXing we got the BMX bikes then we got to 

go onto a practise track to get used to them; Matt (the person who helped us with BMXing and for 

most of the activities). Then we walked on the track to see what the pump track was like; then we 

had to do 1 lap to overtake, then 2 laps to almost go on the pump track but you didn’t have to do 

the pump track. After dinner we got night activities; mini Olympics and a show. Most of us 

preferred the show, we all had money (fake money) and we could go to other people’s stalls, and you 

had your own stalls; Mr Forrest got his nails done by one of the groups and they look amazing. 

Thank you to all the Teachers for taking time to make us go on an amazing camp! Mrs Anders, Mrs 

Collier, Mr Forrest, Taya and the parent helpers for making this camp to actually happen. 

Ainsley 

     



       Year 4, 5 and 6 STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 

 

PARENT / CAREGIVER / GUARDIAN INFORMATION AND CONSENT LETTER 

2022 Student Attitudes to School Survey 

 

Dear Parent / Caregiver / Guardian,  
 

This letter is to inform you about the 2022 Student Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS), that your child is invited to 

participate in. At Beechworth Primary School we will be completing the survey between 30 May and 17 June. 
 

About the survey  

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are 

conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of your school. The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered 

by the Department of Education and Training to assist your child’s school to gain an understanding of students' 

perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their 

school, their learning, peer and family relationships, resilience, bullying, mental health and wellbeing, physical 

activity, and life in general. This year, the AtoSS will be conducted at your school over the period 23rd May-10th 

June.  
 

What are the benefits?  

In our experience, young people enjoy having their say. We have been running this survey for nearly 20 years and it 

has been invaluable in helping schools understand student views. Your school will use the survey results to plan 

programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.  
 

What are the risks?  

While we do not anticipate many risks of participation, some students may find some of the survey questions too 

personal and sensitive in nature. Should you agree for your child to participate, they are still free to skip questions or 

to withdraw at any stage if the survey makes them upset or uncomfortable. The survey has been approved by a Human 

Research Ethics Committee. The questions are selected from validated survey instruments used in Australia and 

around the world, are strength-based, and tailored for each year level group.  
 

What will my child be asked to do?  

Your child will be invited to complete the survey online during class time using a purpose built secure online survey 

tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Please note:  

• Student participation in the survey is voluntary and students may withdraw at any time.  

• The survey will take around 20-45 minutes to complete.  
 

How is my child’s confidentiality protected?  

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey from their teacher. The student login is an 

assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. Personally identifiable data 

will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is 

protected at all times.  
 

How will results be reported?  

The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All survey 

data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. 

Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level. Your school may share the 

results of the survey with parents, in documents such as the School Annual Report.  
 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher, or contact the Department at 

school.surveys@education.vic.gov.au.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

The Victorian Department of Education and Training  

 

mailto:school.surveys@education.vic.gov.au

