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Principal’s News    

 

Welcome to our Week 2 Newsletter for Term 3.  

 

This week the school has been a buzz of excitement with students preparing to share their work with their 

families.  Choosing their favourite piece of writing, thinking about the values and their learning.  The 

students were extremely proud to exhibit and explain to families their progress with schoolwork so far.  

 

Again, we have been lucky with the weather after a rainy Sunday.  The students have really enjoyed being 

back with each other and playing active games in the sunshine. 

 

Student, Parent and Teacher Conferences 
 

It has been terrific to see our students and parents engaging in conversations about their learning across 

the school last night and this morning.  80% of families have made a booking and attended our 

conferences. 

 

Through our conference this year we have had our students lead the first part of the conference.  We feel 

that it is important for students to have this voice and opportunity to share their view on how they are going, 

in addition to being engaged in conversations about their learning.  We strongly value the voice of our 

school community and would love some feedback about the new format for the conferences.  Feedback 

can be emailed to Sue McDonald on: susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au  

 

 

 

Beechworth Primary School is committed to the implementation of Child Safe 
Standards to promote the safety and wellbeing of all young people. 
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Comic Art Workshops 

Wednesday was a fun day with Reuben from Fingle-Sin coming in to work 
with our classes on cartooning. Reuben is a sculptor and comic artist from 
Apollo Bay.  He talked with the students about his journey through school 
and his interest in comics as a kid, before showing photos of some of his 
sculptures.  He even brought in one to show our students.  This was 
followed by fun times as the students learnt some basics of drawing a 
cartoon face whilst giving Reuben weird and wonderful ideas for features to 
include as he drew.  The sessions finished off with the students having a go 
at creating their own cartoon characters.  The Comic Art workshops are a 
terrific opportunity for schools sponsored by a Regional Arts Victoria grant.  
  

    
 

1/2 Griffin Class 

Last week we farewelled Kylie Flanders.  This week we welcome the new team to the 1/2 Classroom.  Mrs 

Cherie Griffin who has been the teacher for the class on Fridays (and our PE teacher) will be moving into 

the classroom role from Monday to Thursday.  This has been a smooth transition for the students as they 

already know Mrs Griffin quite well.  Cherie has been teaching at BPS for over ten years (in and out a little 

with family leave).  She brings with her extensive experience in the early years teaching which will be a 

valuable asset in the Junior team.  

 

We are excited to have Liana Beatson returning from family leave to teach the class on Fridays.  Liana has 

been at BPS for a few years now and had taught down on the coast near Geelong prior to returning home 

to Beechworth.   

 

Berry Street Education Model: Relationships 

Last Friday our staff joined with the Wangaratta West PS staff to participate in our second whole school 

BSEM training day.  It was a very productive day with an excellent trainer from Berry Street and the 

opportunity to exchange ideas with teachers from another school.  There were many ‘take-aways’ from the 

training that we will be working towards implementing at BPS to support positive relationships with our 

students.  

 

 

 



 

School Council  

School Council met last Wednesday night.  It was a big meeting with lots to talk about as we had missed 

our June meeting due to absences.  It was great to have our meeting in the BER so that our School 

Councillors could have a look at the building works progress. 

 

During this meeting we finalised four of our Child Safe Policies: 

• Child Safety Policy – this policy is the ‘umbrella’ document that provides the schools statement of 
commitment to child safety, outlines the roles and responsibilities and summarises the actions in 
place at BPS to address all aspects of Child Safety. 

• Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedures – this policy lays 
out clear procedures for responding to concerns or complaints relating to child abuse. 

• Volunteers Policy – defines who is considered to be a volunteer, their requirements and their 
obligations.  This policy also outlines induction, support and child safe training for volunteers.  

• Visitors Policy – this policy outlines the processes to monitor and manage visitors to Beechworth 
Primary School.  Note parents (who are not volunteering) are considered to be visitors, so this policy 
applies to parents when onsite at school other than drop off and pick up time.  If a parent enters the 
school grounds at a time other than beginning or end of the day, they must come into the office on 
arrival at school.  

All these new policies are available on the school website or a hard copy from the office upon request.  

 

Another important task undertaken was the mid-year review of our AIP (Annual Implementation Plan).  This 

year we have two goals in our plan:  

• Our Berry Street training to build our capacity to support the wellbeing, behaviour and learning of 
our students from a strengths base.   

• Our Maths work through PMSS (Primary Maths Specialist Training) to build our capacity in teaching 
of Maths.  In this area we are focused on strengthening the implementation of our Numeracy 
teaching model and increasing understanding of the proficiencies in mathematics to support student 
learning and outcomes. 

 

BPSie Bee Beanies 

We have received our first order of our BPSie bee Beanies.  They look terrific!  The beanies are available 

for $10 from the school office.  

 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Kind Regards, 

Sue McDonald 

Principal 

susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au 
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COVID – Positive Results  

Parents and carers must report a COVID-positive result to: 

• The school by phone on 5728 1066.    

• The Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call 
centre on 1800 675 398.  

 

Covid-19 RAT kits are available at the school office.  
 

For the diary …  
Week Date, time   Event / Activity 
Week 3 Monday and Friday Beechworth Kindergarten Excursions to BPS 

Week 4 Tuesday Prep 2023 Information evening 

Week 5  Friday  BPS Athletics Carnival 

Week 6  No events planned 

Week 7  Bookweek 
Friday  

All week 
Grandparents’ Day and Book Parade 

Week 8  Friday  Father’s Day Breakfast 

Week 9  Monday - Tuesday Life Education (Healthy Harold) 

Week 10  Friday  Last Day Term 3 – 2.30 finish 
 

Beechworth Primary School Office Hours are:  Monday – Friday 8.30 – 4.30  

• Jeanette: Mon - Thurs 8.30-11.30, Fri 8.30-3.00 

• Samantha: Mon – Fri 8.30–4.30 
 

TheirCare (Before & After School Care at BPS)   

• Service and Bookings: phone 0447 717 055 

• Area Manager, Rick phone no:  0459 555 671 

 

 

Our Mailing address is: 
Beechworth Primary School 
P.O. Box 203 Junction Road 

Beechworth, Vic 3747 
Please contact the office on: (03) 5728 1066   

beechworth.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 

https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
tel:1800675398


 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
    


