
 

  

 

 

 

Friday 16th June 2023 
Term 2, Week 8 
 

Beechworth Primary School is committed to the implementation of Child Safe Standards  
to promote the safety and wellbeing of all young people.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Principal’s News  

Welcome to our week 8 Newsletter. 

Over the past weeks staff and students have been busy preparing and writing school reports.  We are 

excited to be sharing these with our families on Thursday.   

 

Last day for Term 2 – Friday 23 June. 2.30pm finish. 
 

First day for Term 3 – Monday 10 July. 
 

Racism – Call it out. 

Over the past few weeks there has been an increasing incidence of racist words being used in our 

playgrounds.  It has come to light that some students are using words towards others in a jocular friendly 

way without understanding the words they are using or the impact that they have on others.  At other times 

these words are being used in a deliberate way to hurt.  Neither of these situations are acceptable in any 

way. 

 

Beechworth Primary School is a Respectful Relationships school.  A whole of school approach to respectful 

relationships education not only provides in-class education, but addresses our school’s culture, policies 

and procedures.  Given the nature of the recent language in the yard, I decided that it was important to 

have a direct and explicit session with each class in the senior school (Year 3-6).  We discussed Racism, 

using a BTN video as an outside voice to explain the situation.  At the core of the message "It stops with 

me, what you say matters".  

 
3 clear points were discussed with the students: 

• Racist language is illegal. 

• We do not use racist or derogatory language at this school. 

• We call out inappropriate language. 
 

Following this discussion all students were made aware of the actions and steps in response to Racist Language 

(even if it is said to a peer in fun, it is offensive to others who hear it): 

• First instance: Student is removed from play/activity for the remainder of the time.  Should it occur at the end 
of play then they need to sit out for the next play time.  Use this time to reiterate the message that it is 
unacceptable and the next time will result in PBP.  

• Second instance: Students will be placed in Positive Behaviour Program for the 5 sessions, where they will 
work with me on Racism.  Obviously at this point parents are notified.  

• Third and subsequent instances: On the third occasion they will be suspended.  

 



 

Lion’s Junior Public Speaking Competition 
Last Friday, our Year 3 to 6 students engaged in the Lions Junior Public Speaking Competition.   
 
They commenced their work through the preparation 
of individual speeches during their literacy block. 
Each student then presented a short speech to their 
class and some students elected to enter the 
competition and present their speeches.  On Friday 
our Lions Club panel (Iris Mannik, John Eldridge, 
Christine Luckman and Jane Nicholas) listened to 
each of the speeches and selected our BPS 
representatives.  
 
Congratulations to Isla, Lily, Heidi and Olivia who will 

now go on to represent BPS at the local competition 

at the end of July. 

 

 

 

School Council Meeting Wed 14 June 

Our BPS School Council met on Wednesday this week.  During this meeting we: 

• Participated in our annual ChildSafe training for School Council.  This was followed by a review of 
where we are with our ChildSafe Policies and procedures, identifying those which are due for 
updating in 2023. 

• Had a sneaky torchlight tour of the current progress of the Capital Works, followed by discussions 
on our timelines.  We have an anticipated completion date of end of August. 

• Discussed the functions of the OSHC Sub-committee in support of the School Council role of 
governance.  Noting that as we have a third-party provider that the legal and financial aspects of 
our OSHC program lies with TheirCare. 

 

Regional Cross Country 

Congratulations to Hazel, Karima and Violet for an amazing effort today representing our school at the 
Regional Cross Country in Benalla.  Violet placed 3rd and Hazel placed 7th, both qualifying to compete at 
the State Cross Country whilst Karima only just missed out on a place to compete.  We are super proud of 
their efforts.   
 

SWPBS Bronze Awards 

No assembly held this week, so we will  
be having a double draw at Monday’s 
Assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Sue McDonald 
Principal 
susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au 
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For the diary …  

Week Date Event / Activity 

TERM 2   

Week 9 Monday 19th June 

Thursday 22nd June 

Friday 23rd June 

Halve Waste Incursions F-6 

Mid-year Reports sent home 

SRC – PJ and Movie Day! 

Last day for Term 2 – 2.30pm finish 

TERM 3   

Week 1 Monday 10th July First day for Term 3 

Week 2 Wednesday 19th July School Council meeting 

Week 4 Thursday 4th August National First Nations Children’s Day 

Week 6  Wednesday 16th August 

Friday 18th August 

School Council meeting 

Pupil free day – Staff development day 

Week 7 Tuesday 22nd to Wednesday 30th August 

Friday 25th August  

Sommers Camp – 8 x 5/6 students 

Book Week – Book Parade & Grandparents Day 

Week 8 Tuesday 29th August 

Friday 1st September 

District Athletics (Year 4-6 only) 

Father’s Day Breakfast 

Week 10 Friday 15th September Last day for Term 3 – 2.30pm finish 

TERM 4   

Week 3 Wednesday 18th October School Council meeting 

Week 6 Tuesday 7th November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No school 

Week 7 Tuesday 14 November 

Wednesday 15th November 

Prep Transition Day 1, 9.00–11.00am 

School Council meeting 

Week 8 Tuesday 21st November Prep Transition Day 2, 9.00-11.00am 

Week 9 Tuesday 28th November 

Thursday 30th November –  

Friday 1st December 

Prep Transition Day 3, 9.00-1.00pm 

Year 3 & 4: Feathertop Chalet Adventure Camp 

Week 10 Monday 4th – Thursday 7th December  

Tuesday 5th December 

Wednesday 6th December 

Friday 8th December 

Senior Swimming Program (Yr 3-6) 

Prep Transition Day 4, 9.00-1.00pm 

School Council – final meeting for 2023 

BPS Swimming Carnival 

Week 11 Tuesday 12th December Statewide Step-up Day 

Week 12 Wednesday 20th December Last day of school for 2-23. 2.30pm finish 
 

 

Beechworth Primary School Office Hours are:  Monday – Friday 8.30 – 4.30  

• Jeanette: Mon – Thurs 8.30-11.30, Fri 8.30-3.00 

• Samantha: Mon – Fri 8.30–4.30 
 

TheirCare (Before & After School Care at BPS)   

• Service and Bookings: phone 0447 717 055 

• Area Manager, Rick: 0459 555 671 
 

 

P.O. Box 203  
Beechworth, Vic 3747 

Beechworth Primary School 
17 Junction Road 

Beechworth, Vic 3747 

 
(03) 5728 1066   

beechworth.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Compost Bins have arrived at Beechworth Primary! 
 

 
 
We are very excited to let families know that we now have compost bins at B.P.S. The Student 
Representative Council (SRC) group were keen to use some of their fundraising money on a 
sustainability project. Composting seemed like a simple but effective project that we could take on, in 
order to lessen our environmental impact. Previously, food scraps were all going into the bin and 
subsequently into landfill. As many of you would be aware, the breakdown of organic material in landfill 
results in greenhouse gases being generated. Each day there is quite a lot of food waste produced 
throughout the school. We now have a compost bucket in each classroom. A group of students remove 
the food waste to the compost bins each day.  
 
Once the gardens are finished and the waste has broken down we will be able to use the compost on the 
gardens around school.  

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pyjama & Movie Day  

When: Friday 23rd June – Last day of Term 2 

Wear: Your pyjamas or comfy clothes, be mindful of 

slippers in the wet weather 

Afternoon Screening: TBA 

 

Beechworth Primary School 

SRC  
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