
 

  

 

 

 

Friday 15th December 2023  
Term 4, Week 11 
 

Beechworth Primary School is committed to the implementation of Child Safe Standards  
to promote the safety and wellbeing of all young people.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Principal’s News  
 

Dear BPS families and friends,  

Welcome to our final newsletter for 2023. It has been a big year for the school, with our Capital Works all but 

finished and the return to many of our usual BPS activities, such as camps, and our School Production. It will 

be great to start off the new year with full access to our new spaces. 

 

Congratulations to our amazing students on their engagement in their learning throughout the year. They 

have done themselves proud. Thank you also to our School Captains and Student Leaders, we have had a 

great team this year. Well done on your work and enthusiasm as student leaders throughout the year.  
 

 
 

We have had a very busy last week! End of Year Assembly, Step-up day, Year 6 Graduation, School 

Captains lunch, 2023 School Captains Elections and Class Party Day. 

 

 

Tuesday 30 January 2024  



 

2024 School Captains 

At our Assembly on Monday morning, our Year 5 School candidates presented their election speeches. We 

were excited to have had 14 girls and 3 boys present, which is a huge number of candidates. The 

speeches this year were of very high standard. Congratulations to our two School Captains, Lauren O’Riley 

and Jaxon Gale. Given the ratio of boy to girl candidates we have decided the two Vice Captains will both 

be girls, so Congratulations to Willow Firth-Waters and Grace White. The School Captain’s badge 

presentation will be held in week 2 of 2024, following the election of our SRC and House Captains. 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

Last night, we farewelled our current group of Year 6 students. Our graduation took place under our 

beloved Fairy Tree. We are proud of the way that the students conducted themselves, and particularly of 

our School Captains who delivered their speeches! Congratulations to our 2023 award winners; Principals 

Award – Heidi Ellis, Academic Award – Karima Abdalla, Sports award – Violet Carr, Encouragement Award 

– Jacob Villani, Art Award – Mia Jarvis, Indigo Shire Award – Matilda Bird and Eli Seamons-Tomlinson, 

Citizenship Award – Nikita France.  

 

End of Year Assembly 

Today we held our annual ‘End of Year Assembly’, where we presented our awards for the students from 

Foundation to Year 5. Each year we present a NewXpress voucher to a student in each year level with an 

acknowledgement for their outstanding commitment to their learning and for up-holding the school Values 

throughout the year. This year the recipients were; Foundation - Aminata Diallo-Gladstone, Year 1 - Eddie 

Pritchard, Year 2 - Lucas Armstrong, Year 3 - Indiana Bockman, Year 4 - Lanna Quayle, and Year 5 – 

Jemima Neil. 

 

Step Up Day 

Tuesday we held our annual Step Up Day. There was a wonderful vibe across the school as students 
engaged in activities in their 2024 classes. The students enjoyed reconnecting with old friends from 
previous years with the change up of the classes. 

    

   
 



 

 

Emerald PERSISTENCE Award 

This week our Emerald Persistence winner was Mila Spiteri.  
 
Great job Mila, we were super proud of the persistence you showed 
in your learning. 
 

 

SWPBS Awards  

This week, we were proud to present eight students with 
their Silver Awards.  
 
Congratulations to Nash McDonald, Mitchell Baird, Nina 
Alderton, George Burgess, Briar Goonan, Tully Pritchard, 
Jack Ritzen and Harlow Novosad. 
 
Thank you all for demonstrating our school values and 
being terrific role models for our students.   
 

2024 Stationery Lists 

Reminder to make sure that you get your 2024 Stationery Orders into the Beechworth NewsXpress before 
Christmas so that Ian is able to ensure that he gets the stock we need. 
 

Thank You 

I would like to thank our School Council members for all their hard work and tireless championing of our 

school. A special thank you to our President, Kellie Sutherland, for your support and commitment to our 

school. Thank you to School Council retiring members, Eilidh Grigg and Lia Mitchell who have been part of 

our School Council over the past couple of years.  
 

To our Parent Helpers – who have helped out on excursions, sporting events and school camps. Thank 

you. Without you these events would not be possible. 
 

Thank you to Rose Paton and Lara Stevens, for the inspiration to have a school production this year, and 

for engaging with our students and teachers to make it happen!  
 

Thank you, Judith for making our school look squeaky clean every day. To Mark, thank you for keeping our 

yard organised and attending to those maintenance tasks as they pop up. 
 

Lastly, many thanks to the BPS staff who dedicate themselves day after day making our school a great 

place to teach and learn. Thank you for your commitment to teaching our young people many new 

educational concepts and strategies, as well as kindness and respect. 
 

And to anyone I may have forgotten. Thank you for helping our school to be the best for our students. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish our community a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Have a happy, safe and healthy summer vacation. Please stay safe and well. I look forward to seeing 

everyone in 2024! 

 

Have a wonderful holiday break. 

Kind Regards, 

Sue McDonald 

Principal 

susan.mcdonald2@education.vic.gov.au 
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For the diary …  

Week Date Event / Activity 

TERM 4   

Week 12  

**Monday 18th & Tuesday 19th December** 

Wednesday 20th December 

Clean-up week 

**Smile Squad re outstanding treatments** 

Last day of school for 2023.  2.30pm finish 

2024 First 
day of the 
school year 

Tuesday 30th January  All students from Foundation to Year 6. 

NOTE: Wednesday 31st January is a 
student free day for Foundation students. 

 
Beechworth Primary School Office Hours are:  Monday – Friday 8.30 – 4.30  

• Jeanette: Mon – Thurs 8.30-11.30, Fri 8.30-3.00 

• Samantha: Mon – Fri 8.30–4.30 
 

 

TheirCare (Before & After School Care at BPS)   

• Service and Bookings: phone 0447 717 055 

• Area Manager, Rick: 0459 555 671 

 

 

 
P.O. Box 203  
Beechworth, Vic 3747 

 

Beechworth Primary School 
17 Junction Road 

Beechworth, Vic 3747 

 

 

 
(03) 5728 1066   

beechworth.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 



 

 
Your thoughts, your impact: join the conversation on line! 
Beechworth Health Service is inviting you to please join the conversation on line! It is 
not too late to have your say and provide your input into shaping the future of BHS 
communications and engagement activities.  
  

 

 Your voice is key to shaping the way we communicate and engage with you, ensuring we are keeping you informed 
about our services and how to access them, and how to best consult with you when we’re making decisions that 
impact you.   
  

   Take a moment to complete our online survey:  

    https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BHSvoice 
 

Your insights are key to our understanding of your expectations, what you value in our services, and the most effective 
ways to connect with you.  
 

You can also enter into a draw to win a $45 fruit and vegetable box (locally sourced).      

 

 

 

 
Community Bank Beechworth & District Scholarship applications for 
2024 Now Open!  
 

Are you ready to embark on your academic journey in 2024 at TAFE 
or University? 
 

The cost of further study can add up quickly. So, we're offering 
funding to help ease some of the financial pressures. 
 

Find out more and apply online  
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/.../community-bank.../ 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FBHSvoice&data=05%7C01%7CJeanette.Farquhar%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4e27f3bc1560471e61c008dbf78f677f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638375967558148522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YKiEs%2FMgYxkdZ1WSBM%2BbjsAEMbo9HhYafZpmyh%2Fn9LY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F1561735110760558%2Fuser%2F100064179875875%2F%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZUk_Z7ug_eejGhtXl1MyHlXD-lIF9n5PD40_-N7XGLvS0VRCFDJz6OyNdA5z1uD2wfT2xX5EhWE9sOT8gGDR0JeIvPdBEb4i-JXXO70iMSQiGtLkf08BmpeoSFKUI6lr0_UYcve3Itm5DQMiDRjaCLUyRAcd6qSr3et8b3yCfmMeq1sF4Dscp_akVDZrxoaEN0%26__tn__%3D-%255dK-R&data=05%7C01%7Cbeechworth.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C612f9d5f23ed4168cd6208dbf079da7c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638368178408047988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xTC5yqZzAk832tMfsWPNM0%2BB8Ko1SaIFfJUeWNorr28%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/.../community-bank.../


Indigo Shire Libraries School Holiday Activities 

Bee-Bot Robots 
Bee-Bots are programmable floor robots designed for children to use. They turn on the spot and move 
forwards and backwards.  

Ages: 5 – 8  
Bookings: Required, as places 
are limited.  
 

Monday 22 January  
St Mark’s Church Hall, 
Tangambalanga  
2.30pm-3.30pm 

 

Easy Origami 
Come and learn some origami techniques with Asako from Japan. Asako will share some of her amazing 
paper folding skills with you. We will work on easy origami to start with and then progress. There will be 
extra helpers to assist.   

Ages: 8 and over   
Bookings: Required, as places 
are limited.  

Beechworth Library. 
Wednesday 17 January. 
10.00am – 11.00am. 

Yackandandah Library.  
Wednesday 17 January.  
2.00pm – 3.00pm. 

 Chiltern Library.  
Thursday 18 January.  
10.00am – 11.00am. 

Rutherglen Library.  
Thursday 18 January.       
2.00pm – 3.00pm. 

Bookings for Bee-bots and Origami will open on Tuesday 4 January 2024 

Lego Legends  
What amazing Lego creations can you build? A castle, a farm machine, a rocket… Come with an idea 
and make something spectacular. 

Ages: 5-12  
 

Rutherglen Library. 
Thursday, 11 January  
10:00am– 11:00am  

Yackandandah Library  
Tuesday, 23 January  
10:00am – 11:00am 

National Gallery of Victoria Kids on Tour  

The National Gallery of Victoria has collaborated with artists and designers to create a series of workshops 
for children and families. You do not need to register to attend. The craft activities are self-guided so some 
children will need help.  

Remaking Home (Collage) 
You can create a collage while learning about the critically important grey-headed flying fox and its 
habitat.  

Ages: 4 and over.  

(Young children may need  

the help of an adult.) 

Chiltern Library.  
Friday, 12 January.  
10.00am – 11:30am   

 

Inspiration Train (Drawing)  
In this drawing activity you can design an object inspired by your favourite food.   

Ages: 4 and over. 
(Young children may need  
the help of an adult.) 

Chiltern Library.  
Friday 12 January.   
1.00pm – 2:30pm  

 

Underwater Drawing Club  
In this drawing activity, you can create your own drawing of a favourite sea creature in the style of Jean 
Jullien the Paris based artist.  

Ages: 4 and over.  
(Young children may need 
 the help of an adult.) 

Beechworth Library.  
Wednesday 24 January.  
10.00am – 11:30am  

 

To Become Light (Drawing and construction) 
Discover the special symbols artist Jenna Lee has painted on her lanterns and then complete your own 
lantern and dilly bag drawing with symbols of your identity.  

Ages: 4 and over.  
(Young children may need  
adult help to assemble.) 

Beechworth Library.  
Wednesday, 24 January.  
1.00pm – 2:30pm  

 

Bracelet Beading (Jewellery making) 
Be part of a meditative and engaging workshop where teens can come together to create a colourful 
beaded bracelet which they can keep or gift to a loved one.   

Ages: 12 and over. 
 

Beechworth Library.  
Wednesday, 24 January.   
3.00 pm – 4:30pm. 

 



 

Free Children’s Activities at Wodonga Plaza during the Christmas/January School Holidays 

 

 
 
 

Christmas Craft 
Monday 18th December and Friday 22nd 
December, 9:30am – 12:30pm 
 
Make your own mini snow globes and 
paint & decorate wooden Christmas tree 
ornaments 
 
You might even meet Santa! 
 

 

 

 

The Great LEGO Building Challenge 

 
Heats - Daily from Monday 8th Jan to Friday 12th Jan 
Heat 1: 10:30am (3 - 7 years)                       
Heat 2: 11:30am (8 - 14 years) 
Heat 3: 12:30pm (3 - 7 years)                       
Heat 4: 1:30pm (8 - 14 years) 
  
Finals - Saturday 13th Jan 
Final 1: 11:30am (3 - 7 years)                       
Final 2: 12:30pm (8 - 14 years) 
  
Entry is free, no prebooking or registration required. 

 

 

Childrens Storytime at Wodonga Plaza (Hosted by Hyphen Library & Gallery) 
Tuesday 16th January 10am and 11:30am (Dog’s themed) 
Tuesday 23rd January 10am and 11:30am (Beach themed) 
  
Experience the magic of Storytime these holidays as we share stories, songs, and rhymes, followed by a hands-
on craft activity. 
Staff will also be on hand to chat about the resources, services, and events available at Hyphen Library and 
Gallery and assist in signing up for a membership. 
  
Recommend for children aged 5-10 years, though all welcome. 
Bookings essential. https://www.trybooking.com/CNSJH 
Children must be supervised by a parent/caregiver at all times. 
  
Each session runs for 25-30 minutes. 
 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FCNSJH&data=05%7C01%7Cbeechworth.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4ba193899e834af7c72908dbf619286c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638374360251152197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B5ocsafkfkveDNItVFKXCVmG0Vy9UPY5lM3Y9%2Bonhow%3D&reserved=0

