Beechworth Primary School

Respectful, Safe, Persistent, Caring ... Always!

Help for non-English speakers

If you need help to understand the information in this policy, please contact the
School Office

Interpreter

PURPOSE
To outline to our school community the Department’s and Beechworth Primary School’s policy
requirements relating to homework.

SCOPE
This policy applies to students in all year levels and staff responsible for setting and monitoring
homework at Beechworth Primary School.

RATIONALE
At Beechworth Primary School, we value a positive and meaningful partnership to support the learning
and growth of each child. We recognise the importance of life-long learning and creating connections
between school learning and home. Beechworth Primary School has developed this Homework Policy
through consultation with teachers, families, students and School Council. Beechworth Primary School
Homework Policy has been developed to support student learning and wellbeing by:

e providing opportunities for students to review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills

o fostering good lifelong learning and study habits

e supporting learning partnerships with parents/carers

DEFINITIONS
Homework is tasks assigned to students by teachers that are meant to be carried out during non-
school hours.

POLICY

Daily homework tasks are not mandated by Beechworth Primary School. Please be aware that while a
homework policy itself in Victorian Government Schools is compulsory, the setting of homework and
any indicative time allocations across year levels are not. We encourage families to create partnerships
with learning by providing time for students to practice the learning they are undertaking at school.

Beechworth Primary School strongly encourages:
e daily reading practice in all year levels, with junior years students reading to an adult (NOTE:

take-home readers / library books will be provided from the school)
e reading for pleasure and to broaden knowledge




e completing consolidation Online exercises for mathematics via ‘Essential Asssessments>My
Numeracy’. Log in advice will be provided at the beginning of each year by the classroom
teacher.

e ‘Big Write’ Home Talk — usually occurs 2-3 times per term. Teachers will send home the ‘Big
Write’ topic for discussion at home to gather ideas for the ‘Big Write’ the following day.

o Inquiry Topics— from time-to-time teachers may send home small tasks or discussion
points linked to their current Unit of Inquiry. This may take the form of collecting
items, pictures, or researching and interviewing a family member as part of a research
project.

e applying new skills to home context such as:

o planning and cooking food, including following a recipe

helping to plan a day trip or holiday, including timings, directions and costs

growing plants

engaging in maths games

reviewing their favourite film or book

o writing a diary entry
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e engaging with parents in learning activities such as:
o rehearsing a presentation with parent/carers, and seeking their feedback

Additional information on Home Reading:

Home reading is a fantastic way of developing a student’s love of reading. It should be an enjoyable
activity where students practice fluency, build confidence, learn about the world around them and
develop their imagination.

Home reading consists of a child and adult sharing a text together and will usually last 10-15
minutes. Home reading is most successful when students can practice 4-5 times per week.

Children in Foundation will initially bring home ‘letters’ to practice recognising and saying the sound.
They could also practice writing it if they like. Once we commence Unit 2 (around week 3), the
children will bring home short scripts of writing, or specific reading books (‘decodable books’) to
help them practise at home.

This will continue into Year 1 and 2, until they have confidently mastered the ‘Alphabetic’ code
(including short and long vowels) and how to use it. Once they have confidence with this, they will
continue with reading ‘Guided Levelled’ Readers.

While there is no set time frame for student moving off levelled readers, this might start to occur
during Year 3 and onwards. These students in Year 3-6, who are off levelled readers, are encouraged
to participate in daily reading from a wide range of authors and genres.

Library books (and books at home)

Each week our students visit the School Library for a lesson and to borrow a book. Library
books are a lovely way for your children to develop a love of books and reading. They are
not necessarily designed for your child to read, but rather for you to read to them. As time
goes on and their decoding skills increase, this might become a shared experience, taking
turns in reading.



SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS/CARERS

Beechworth Primary School understands that students have different learning strengths, preferences
and interests and may approach learning activities and homework differently. The school offers
support to families around ideas for setting up a successful home learning and home reading
environment at home and a reading log is offered so students can track their home reading. Speak to
the Classroom teacher for support or concerns.

COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

e Available publicly on our school’s website

e Included in staff induction processes and staff training

e Included in school newsletter

e Discussed at annual staff meetings

e Included in transition and enrolment packs

e Hard copy available from school administration upon request

RELATED POLICIES AND RESOURCES

e Homework — Department Policy

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Policy last reviewed December 2024

Consultation School Leadership — Beginning of November

Teaching Staff — 19 November 2024

School Council — 20 November 2024

Wider School Community- 22 November 2024 via Compass and
Newsletter

School Council 11 December 2024 — Approved and finalised

Approved by Principal — Susan McDonald — 11 December 2024
Next scheduled review date December 2028



https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/homework/policy

